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A BRIGADIER.   There must always be righteous wars.

FIELBEN. What in your opinion, sir, would be a righteous
war?

BRIGADIER. Damn it, a war to prevent naked savages raping
one's womenfolk !

FIELDEN. The first time a naked savage kys a finger on
your lady, I give you my word, General, Pll enlist 1

True story : The Mayor of some Lancashire town being
presented with a pair of statues for the Town Hall remarked
after inspecting the nude figures, "Art is art, and nothing
can be done to prevent it. But there is the Mayoress's decency
to be considered 1 "

March 6 Spent the morning with Dame Madge Kendal, who
Monday, will be eighty-four in a week's time. The old lady
was in tremendous fettle and looking as imposing as
ever. With the exception of Queen Victoria she must be the
greatest English public monument since Boadicea. Her voice
was ringing and full, her gestures magnificent, and her sense of
humour quite unimpaired. I took with me a little silver basket
of camellias and forget-me-nots, like one of her old bonnets.
The object of the visit was to arrange for her appearance in my
new series of broadcast talks : " Stars in their Courses." I
wanted her to do The Likeness of the Night, to which she objected
that there are no good speeches for her. The same with the old
comedies, and as for the Lady of Lyons, it appears the effect is
visual and depends on her play of shoulder. The real reason is
that the old lady insists upon playing Rosalind, in which I am
told she was always not bad but something different, not Rosalind. -
A young man called to tune the piano, and Dame Madge didn't
object. I dids and strongly, saying I didn't heat her voice often
enough to have so great a pleasure spoiled. We got on like two
houses on fire. Apropos of the Queen she said, " That's a
good woman. I used to read to her grandmother, the old
Duchess of Cambridge."